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Hl " fttlVml mili MP, tln AMS .T 1warHn (Hi I you aro lntore3lea ln ine Present great
Hjthj !) an(i the talk preparedness that Is agitat- -

HujjH "
Ins eo many Americans, do you happen to know

Hy i h what Is the battlo flap of that country?
Hti' J, If you havo pictured tho fleets of that nation
Hj' it

"' sweeping onward to final victory In some great
H ' J climax, aro you sure that you also visualize
H4j J ; the right ensign that will bo flying when tho

H, ' ' enemleV ships go down?
H t'i Possibly jou havo drawn some Image, men- -

HJjjj tally, of a flag of gorgeous hue floating over

H !, j tho vessels ou read about in the papers as
1 having won or lost victories, either In the North
I Sea, of! tho coast of Chile or at tho Falkland
f Islands.

i'j,
j But did that Image convoy the fact that the
u prevailing color of the most Important battle

j Hags In the present struggle was white?
j j "White has always been regarded as the cm- -

blem of surrender, vvlfenapplled to a flag.
l J i Yet, when seen from a distance of little mort

than one mile, the German, tho British and the
Ijjf Russian battle Hags on naval vessels give tho
j ) impression of being white with an indistinct

ijj design on their face. The Japaneso flag, with
Its rising sun, at an equal distance seen like

1 a dingy" drab.
1 I Vet &o accustomed are spectators to the brll- -

f
liance and glitter of military pageants on land,
designed to be viewed at short range, that they
fall to realize that the same emblems under

. which tho grimmest battles are fought at sea,

B ill are of a predominating white ln color,
Hilll ! ur own Amerlcan naB "which Is tho same

Bill t whether it flies over wai ships or merchant ves- -

Blili l BC'S' ol,hl,ess naa caused this Impression
Hi among our citizens. Possibly comparatively
uj f few In our population would lccognize our cus- -

HRjg ') toms flag If they saw It, but as that Ig not a
iPiS 'i

ljattle flag It cuts no figure here It may bo ro- -

Hjj h marked, however, that the stripes run up and
HjjISj down tho flag Instead of along Its length, and

BIh I lha.t the corner contains a black American eagle
Hjhlf wltn thirteen black stars on a white ground,
HJ Hi Instead of the familiar blue ground, with a star

Kill for cvory statc. uch as flies over Uncle Sam's
HflD I mcrchanlmon and warships

H jK Battle Flags Not Recognized
H: (IS) P OSSIBLY many readers may recall at a St.
He UN Louis theater last winter the performance

If SSl f a Jananese Juggr and magician, one ol

B llll "hose tricks was the production of a number oi
Hkjjljt national flags of different nations from a box,

B j IS apparently empty, that ho had put together on

Him tho stage. The act was not especially now, but
Hi II B lll' war s"niPaty that was apparent ln factions
Ml i'j of the audience caused him to bo warmly ap- -

II f plauded.

Hjrll h 0f coui-se-
, he worked up hla dramatic climax

HI' I to the end, when ho laid out tho American flag.
H , But, at tho outset, ho commenced to produce

H H
ags of other nations, seemingly from empty

BHI cpaco, and to array them along a table before

B hIm- -

HI If First came tho familiar tricolor of France,
J which was greeted with a round of fervent

clapping of hands; tho Belgian red, bluo and
yellow also received a sympathetic reception.
But when a red flag with the British Union

HH 2Tack In the corner and another tricolor, this
H time red, whlto and black, woro laid out, the

HH cpcctator3 of opposing sympathies vied with
B fcach other In seeing which could mako the most
B J noise.

Then, with a sardonic smile, tho Juggler laid
j out a white flag with a red cross upon It and a

J bluo square in the upper corner; thero was some
J perfunctory applause hy people who ovldontly
I Aid not want to scorn to overlook a bet, but por--

plexlty was Indicated in tho of
j tho hand claps. Another flag followed with
j whlto In Its colors oven more
I this was a white ground with a black cross andh a corner ln which rod, black and whito figured.H There was moro hesitating applauBo. Tho Jug--

B I tlor'a stage effect seemed to have boon lost un.
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til he produced tho American flag, which brought
his act to a rousing climax.

Yet tho two flags which tho spectators had
enthused over were tho merchant marine flags
of tho British and Gorman governments, while
tho battle fervor of most of thoso present did
not seem to appreciate that tho flags with whlto
grounds woro the actual battle flags of Great
Britain and the German Emplro.

Japanese Know
p OSSIBLY that supercilious smile of the per-

former was caused by the. roflectlon. In hlj
Nipponese mind, that no school child back h
old Japan would over mistake tho battlo flag
of his country white, with tho rising sun Im-

pressed upon It ln golden yellow for the mer-
chant mailno flag of tho mikado's country,
which is also white, but has a round ball of
reddish orange in the center. This is supposed
to represent the sun without its rays.

Except for the roal ensign, which may fly
from tho peak of a British admiral's ship (tho
fact that the battle flag now Is hoisted at the
atom of a vessel dnca not pi event its standard
from being called the. peak), the flag that would
be flown in battle by an English vessel Is chiefly
white. On a white ground is tho red cross of
St, Georgo and In tho corner is tho red and bluo
square which is one of the British forms of
Union Jack, Just ns 0110 of our own forms of
this flag Is the blue starry corner from tho
American national flag.

The Gorman battle flag, that went down when
Admiral von Spec's ships were sunk near tho
Falkland Islands, after they had previouslytUXl AWD
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sunk some ships of Admiral Craddock'g squad-
ron off tho coast of Chile, so nearly whlto that
its black and rod markings ore indistinct a
short dlstanco away. On a puro whlto ground

a black cross, with an upper corner nearest
the flag polo of black, white and red, In that
order, with a Maltcso Cross, like tho Iron Cross .

of Germany, the lower edge.
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In the center of tho cross, which coveis th
face of tho flap, a circle in which appear the
German eagles. 'V

Tho Russian battle flag that flow over Ad-

miral Rojesventsky's fleet when It went dowr
before Togo, is whlto with a thin bluo cross,
running from corner to corner of tho snowy
field tho deck cross. This naval flag has
moro whlto upon It than either of tho other two.

The Japaneso flag in certain lights looks al-

most whito. When any of theso appear
ovei the horizon, glasses havo to bo used to
distinguish tho markings which point out the
nationality. Tho Greek battlo flag so light
a shade of bluo atilpcs on white that It seems
drab at a distance.

An Advertising Joke
F course, when we picture our own American

O banner flutteilng above a warship, wo nat-
urally think of its colors, which aro unmistak-
able at a far greater distance than any other
Important national emblem can be recognized.

Yet about tho only nation whoso flag would
live up to our visions of gorgeous coloring and
that now Involved in the present outbreak la
Turkey!

Tho "bloody rag" of England, which
our forefathers forvent addresses in revo-
lutionary days, would be gazed at blankly by the
average American schoolboy who had never
seen Uio battlo emblem The scarlet flag of
Turkey, with its star and crescont, would come
nearer his idea of Britain's flag, because, possi-
bly through seeing tho British merchant marine
flag in pictures so often, he has confused red
with tho battlo color.
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In ono advertising concorn got out a
series of colored pictures, which for artistic
effect seemed to ropresent the hopes of some
ambitious sign painter, which purported to give
vjows of battles ln which tho British fleet had
engaged.

A? of tho fact, tho brighter and more striking col- -
--t orlng of many merchant of tho great na- -

e?pi o tea a tlons, as compared to tho battle flag, may have
ff fflf B ll boon a raattcr f convenience for moro readya Bsb H! identification at sea.

WBJ jfc.tsW' Those who witnessed tho "World's Fair Han- -

fl dlcap, run in St. Louis during 1904. can prob- -
ably rcca11 a caso of how colors that woro strik- -

iT& THIy lns at Cl09e n-n- oecamo indistinguishable
H U ncroas the infield. This was tho caso of the

Thomas colors on Hcrml3, winner of tho Sub- -
V. urban Handicap of that year, who was sent

5-- 3 West especially to win tho fair event, but who
? ?ig5V'?vl on'J' EOt sccon(1 Place.
(H-'V- ) Announcement was made In tho papers that
V$v525FT one of tho women members of tho Thomas fam- -

ujg--v Hy had selected tho colors. They wero stoolpw-- U gray and pink, and doubtless at some tlmo

V'VYv nnd mado a favorablo Impression ln some lady's
JlZ&S&A gown. When Hormls was chasing down tho

YTjJSgl back stretch, however, they wero an indls- -
" JKtar i tlngulshable blur. Unless thoso following the

JtEPSSS5 fortunes of Hermls had watched his position

ShistPL from the start, thero was nothing to distinguish
wjfiBff n'8 col01"'' from two or three others In the field
CSSpf M V tno wn't0 w'tn black stripes of Baker, for

"iwHitfa J3a 1 At instance.

SV mJ Bad Mistake A Imost Made""KKSHfe) a N Instance of this mistake, due to r flag
v . - probably having been designed ln the old
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And prominently displayed at the military
masts where they wouldn't float ln battle be-

cause of furnishing an aiming point for the en-

emy's Arc was tho red merchant flag of Eng-
land. .

Flags of Olden Days
T N tho olden days, when battles were fought at

close rango and when two hostile forces
would frequently encamp Just beyond bowshot
of each other, the art of heraldry was at its
highost point. To tho College of Heralds many
national flags doubtless owe their markings.
Tho armorial bearings of those days wero often
placed on standards and were readily dlacern-abl- o

at the dlstanco at which battles wore
fought

Somo of theso emblems, such as the one on the
while portion of the Austrian flag, might have
been easily recognizable in the days whon tho
musket carried scarcely further than tho long
bow, but they cause considerable confusion
nowadays.

Full advantage of this fact Is taken In the
present war by submarine commanders of both
Bides, who claim that they cannot distinguish
between certain flags, oven on morchant ves-

sels

Even in the days of coat armor, thero was
one provision of heraldry that was in dispute.
This was the matter of Imposing "metal upon

metal" in a coat of arms. Walter Scott mako3
mention of this in "Ivanhoe,'' as ln tho ap-

pendix to that work he explains why ho gave

tho Knight of tho Fetterlock a coat of arms ln
which ono metallic design was shown over an-

other.
Probably oven at that early day, when bat-

tling was so largely hand to hand, confusion
could readily ariso by a coat of arms having
a silver design upon burnished metal of some

other sort, which would be confused ln the rays
of tho sun.

Also, whllo there Is no apparent Written proof

j: No. 1 Spanish royal navy, or battle flag.
'

No. 2 Spanish mercantile marine. . . ,

I No. 3 German imperial navy, or battle flag. .x''S..
No. 4Imperial navy of Japan. " " I

No. 5 German mercantile marine.
No. 6 Japan mercantile marine. j

No. 7 Great Britain navy, white ensign, or battle flag. i

No. 8 Russian imperial navy, or battle flag. i;

No. 9 Austria-Hungar- y imperial navy.
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aays whon battleships moved up alongside of
each other to exchango broadsides, was given
in the Spanish-America- n war, immediately afterthe battle off Santiago, when Cervera's fleot and
fortunes went down before tho guns of Samp-
son's men.

Tho Oregon, was pursuing the flying vessels
when smoke was soon upon the horizon. Ad-
miral Sampson, who was following tho other
ships In tho cruiser New York (now tho Sara-
toga), and who was Just reaching a point oppo-
site tho mouth of tho harbor at tho time, sig-
naled to the battleship Indiana to meet the
newcomer.

Tho Indiana watched the oncoming vessel
carefully and Its officers became convinced that
It must be the battleship Polayo, which rumor

'red
this?

royal

had it was on tho way across the Atlantic to
Cervera's squadron.

The call to quarters was blown, the range
was carefully taken and tho men had actually
been given tho command "stand by" asi apreface to the command to fire, when it was
discovered that the battle flag was that of Aus-
tria.

The Austrian flag Is red, white, red, In throe
divisions, with a coat of arms on the white
flold. The Spanish flag was red, yellow, red.Only tho fact that battles were not opened atsuch long ranges in those day3 provonted thoIndiana from letting the visitors have a broad-sid- o,

with following complications for Undo
Sam.

It might be added that the red, whlto and
green of Italy could also bo confused with sev-
eral other flags ln which the tricolor predom-
inates at tho ranges at which battles aro fought
nowadays. It will be recalled that in the North
Sea battle, when tho Bluecher wassunk, the
visiting raiders were identified by means of
their structural design, which distinguished
them from English ships, and firing opened at
a range of nine and ono-ha- lf miles.

Tho repbrt of tho Bluccher's medical officer,
who was rescued, shows that, as his vessel had
lovvor military masts than thoso on the British
cruisers, tho Britons were able to get the rango
first, as every additional height above tho sea
level gives Just that much greater range of
vision. And ho said that the first shot "which
hit tho Bluecher, fired at extreme rango and
Villi V flr T flrtTlfT-- l 4Vn .. ."

much of an Identification at such ranges. l i

'

Old Glory Is the Plainest ,

AS has been said, the American flag can be u
distinguished at probably greater distancea jf

than any other, as even the bright red of Tur-- l
key's flag Is apt to become confused with the a
British morchant marine emblom at long dls- -
tances. S"

Morrltt C. Holley of Traverse City, Mich., who '(

is an expert on flags and who delivers lectures
upon the subject, said that tho colors of red, jf'

whlto and bluo were probably not chosen for s

any especial significance for our present na- - i
tlonal emblem, as they had already existed In
tho Washington coat of arms and the British .
flag They simply were selected because they j
made the best combination of colors possible.
The significance ln our flag came ln Its stripes
for the thirteen original states and the stars t
for each state. J

One of our early fiagB, the "rattlesnake flag,"
which was marked by a colled rattlesnake, even P

had lettered inscriptions upon it which would
not show to any groat distance today.

..-
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Reporter Inspires New Flag J;

course, stories weave themselves about V

OF every flag of national reputation. But i

thero Is one about tho flag of tho Chinese Re- -
public, which may or may not be a lasting om- -
blem; that the writer has never seen ln print. ?

As authority, the writer has T. J. Conely, fc- -

merly sergeant in Troop D of the Fourteenth -

Cavalry, when that regiment was in the Phil--
ipplnes. ,

r.
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It will be recalled that Dr. Sun Yat Yen's as-- j':

soclates had opened "quarters in Manila while s

organizing their republic. When their move- -
ment seemed successful, an American now spa- -
per man on the Manila Cable-New- s American, r,

called at the office seeking Information. They J

told him they wero considering a flag.
Just outside tho windows, in Manila Bay, the

Sheridan and Thomas were lying, both of them J.
United States transports. In 1911, when tho I
Chinese rebellion was well under way, Ameri- - h
can war vessels ao well as transports in tropical i
waters were painted white. The prevailing col p
or of smokestacks and masts were a light buff j
or yellow, with a black bank around the top of j'
the smokestacks. V

To distinguish a transport, a red, whlto and I
blue band Is still painted around tholr stacks. f
This left a black band of equal width ln th v
markings, upon the buff-color- funnel. f.

Conely, who accompanied the reportor, says "
that the latter pointed out of the window at tho
ships. y

"There's a striking enough color comblna- -
tion," he said, "those bands in Just that ordor." V

One month later, the five-strip- Chinese R- - &

public flag was launched with bands of blaok, ft

red, white, bluo and yellow upon it. They ran
in tho same order as upon the funnels of an jf

American army transport. It is possible, as was i

formally announced at tho time, that each stripe
represents a different division of China blaok j
Btandlng for Manchuria and yellow for Mongo- - '
11a, for Instance. But the oddity of the design
and tho fact that it follows the order of mark- - t
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